e ecumenical 


-rpts from a sermon preach@&b 
er 't Hooft, general secretary of the 
the British Broadcasting Corporation, Lon- 
, Aug. 17, 1958. 


Christians living a life worthy of the Gospel 
as a closely knit family. It belongs to the very 
ice of the Gospel that it creates a direct personal 
ionship between all who accept and believe it. 
it is decidedly unworthy of the Gospel, in fact 
a sign that it is not really taken seriously, if 
stians live in isolation from each other and go 
separate ways. According to the New Testament 
y is not merely a desirable goal, it is an essential 
icteristic of the life of God’s people. Christ can- 
ye divided. 

the course of church history that truth has never 
wholly forgotten. In every age there have been 
and women who have reminded Christendom 
its lack of unity was not merely a source of weak- 
but a denial of the very mission with which it 
een entrusted. But it was only in our century that 
truth came home to the churches with such vigor 
they. became ashamed of their separateness and 
n to take practical action in order to manifest 
solidarity and to seek to arrive at visible unity. 
this led to the creation of the World Council 
hurches in August 1948 at Amsterdam. What 
ened on that memorable morning when the 
ssentatives of 152 church bodies from many parts 
1e world voted unanimously to form the World 
icil of Churches was not in the first place an or- 
zational fact—it was a spiritual event. As it was 
in the Message of that Assembly: “Christ has 
> us His own and He is not divided. In seeking 
we find one another. Here at Amsterdam we have 
nitted ourselves afresh to Him and have coy- 
ted with one another in constituting the World 
acil of Churches. We intend to stay together.” 
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At the WCC Central Committee meeting: Dr. Ern- 
est A. Payne, Central Committee vice-chairman; 
Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, WCC general secretary; 
Dr. Roswell Barnes, WCC executive secretary in 
the U.S.A.; Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, WCC 
president. Backs to camera: Dr. Eugene Carson 
Blake, U.S.A, WCC finance chairman; Dr. Norman 
Goodall, secretary, Joint Committee of the WCC 
and the International Missionary Council. 


On this tenth anniversary of the World Council 
the question arises whether the existence of the World 
Council has made a real difference. 

We can say with gratitude that through the World 
Council the churches have been able to do many things 
which they could not have done separately. The large- 
scale help given to the refugees, the very considerable 
program of inter-church aid, the common witness 
rendered concerning international and interracial peace 
and justice, the maintaining of fraternal relations be- 
tween churches living under regimes hostile to each 
other, the defense of religious liberty and the moral 
support given to struggling Christian minorities, the 
active concern shown for underdeveloped areas where 
rapid social change creates intolerable human prob- 
lems, the increased emphasis on the role of Christian 
laymen in the Church and in the world, the work 
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As usual, the Central Committee had a heavy 
schedule of work to go through, lightened only 
by a brief interlude to mark the tenth anniver- 
sary of the founding of the World Council at 
Amsterdam in 1948. Limitations of space in the 
Courier permit only a skeleton outline of what 
took place at the Nyborg meetings. 

1. Three new member churches were formally 
admitted to the Council, bringing its member- 
ship to 171. The new members are: the Eglise 
Evangelique du Cameroun (Evangelical Church 
of the Cameroons) in French West Africa; the 
Iglesia Filipina Independente (Independent 
Philippine Church); and the Hungarian Re- 
formed Church in America. 

2. The election of a successor to the late 
Archbishop Michael as one of the six presidents 
of the World Council, whose passing was re- 
ported in the July-August Cowrier, was deferred 
until the Central Committee meeting in 1959, 
which will be held on the island of Rhodes, at 


the invitation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 


the Greek Church, and the Greek Government. 
The dates: August 18-29. 

3. Rising costs and increasing program re- 
sponsibilities, necessitated a budget 


from 1958’s $473,000 to $495,000 for 


1959. 


[2] 


increase 


4. Interchurch aid and the proposed 
on religious liberty were important items on t 
docket. 

Inter-Church Aid: The gratification of t 
members over the report of the Division 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees ¥ 
tempered by the static nature of the A 
refugee problem and the fact that people ¢ 
tinue to flee from communist countries is 
Germany and Austria in Europe, and into c 
mally overcrowded Hong Kong in Asia. 

Cause for rejoicing was the successful @ 
pletion of the resettlement of “Old Believe 
Russian emigres of 1920 who fled to China é 
were expelled from their farms by the Chin 
communists. New homes have been found 
500 of them in Brazil, leaving about 200 aw 
ing release by the Chinese government. 

‘Study on Religious Liberty: In this comr 
tion it should be clearly understood that 
Study is to deal with theological, philosoph f 
and historical concepts of religious freedom 4 
ther than those infractions of it which are pr 
erly the concern of the Commission of 
Churches on International Affairs. 

Consideration will be given to the fact 1! 
in virtually every country there is formal I 
cognition of the right to religious liberty, 
at the same time there are in practically ¥ 
cases limitations on various grounds such as ¢ 
tional unity, public order, public safety, and py 
lic morality, which in some cases militate aga 
essential elements of religious freedom. I] 
quently the violations occur when reasona 
limitations are invoked in an arbitrary of 
criminatory manner. Also significant are the| 
titudes which dominate in a society or chu 
community, such as the desire to defend rece# 
gained independence against foreign influe 


At a meeting of the working committee of ft 


WCC Dept. on the Cooperation of Men | 
Women in Nyborg, Archmandrite Emilianos Ti 
adis of Antwerp, Belgium, gives his views to }! 
American women, Leila Anderson, assistant ;! 
eral secretary of the National Council of Chur 
in the U.S.A., and Mrs. T. O. Wedel, presic 
of the United Church Women. 


hop Otto Dibelius of Rerlia: Brandenburg, WCC 
esident, who preached at the Council’s 10th 
miversary service in the Cathedral of Odense, 
>nmark, Aug. 24, 1958. Note the characteristic 


#The study should be designed to formulate 
mChristian view of religious freedom and the 
Uedings should be affirmative and positive ra- 
Mier than merely critical or negative in regard 
™@ views and practices in groups outside the 
Mumenical movement. 

15. The date of the next world Assembly has 
jen definitely set for 1961. The place: Univer- 
ty of Ceylon, Paradenija, Ceylon; the theme: 
#esus Christ—the Light of the World.” 

96. Plans for the construction of the urgently 
bieded new headquarters of the World Council 
i Geneva are going forward. The Central Com- 
attee looks to the completion of the project 
% 1961. Bishop Henry K. Sherrill, a president 
6 the World Council, will serve as chairman 
8 the international committee to undertake to 
ise the $2,500,000 required for the new 
ailding. 
17. The Central Committee and the Eastern 
Sithodox Churches: A long and difficult dis- 
aission arose in the session at which the situa- 
®n on the island of Cyprus was brought up. 
® pressing deep concern over the state of af- 
irs on Cyprus, the Committee agreed to send 
‘Straternal delegation there to visit the author- 


ities of the Church of Cyprus. The Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs was 
designated as the proper agency to assist the 
efforts being made to secure the return of the 
Cypriote Archbishop Makarios. 

The report of the World Council delegation 
which met with representatives of the Russian 
Church at Utrecht in August was welcomed and 
the proposal accepted to invite observers from 
the Moscow Patriarchate to attend future meet- 
ings of the Central Committee. The full text of 
the communique issued by the Utrecht “con- 
versations” is given below. 


We are grateful to God that after a long period 
of preparation a meeting of delegates from the Holy 
Orthodox Church of Russia and of delegates of the 
World Council of Churches has taken place. The 
meeting was attended by the following persons: 

From the Patriarchate of Moscow: Metropolitan 
Nikolai of Krutitsky and Kokomna, Archbishop 
Michael of Smolensk, and Mr. Alex Bouevsky. 

From the World Council of Churches: Dr. Frank- 
lin Clark Fry, Metropolitan James of Melita and 
Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft. 

The first meeting was in the nature of the case a 
meeting for the purpose of becoming better acquaint- 
ed with each other. This purpose has been served, as 
we exchanged information, explained our respective 
positions, and arrived at fuller understanding of 
each other. 


Meeting of representatives of the WCC and the 
Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox 
Church in Utrecht, Holland. Dr. Franklin Clark 
Fry, WCC Central Committee chairman and head 
of WCC delegation; Metropolitan James of Melita, 
representative in Geneva of the Ecumenical Patri- 
archate of Constantinople and of Orthodox Patri- 
archates of Antioch, Jerusalem and Alexandria; 
Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, WCC general secretary; 
Metropolitan Nikolai of Krutitsky and Colomna; 
Archbishop Michael of Smolensk; and Alexis 
Beuvsky, a layman. 


eA, 


Dr. George K. A. Bell 
Bishop of Chichester 


Word has been received of the death on 


October 3 of our beloved honorary presi- 
dent, Dr. Bell, Bishop of Chichester. The 
next issue of the Courier will review the 
life and work of this radiant Christian. 


Legal Notice of Meeting of 
FRIENDS OF THE 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, INC. 
The regular Annual Meeting of the FRIENDS 


OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, 
INC., will be held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, De- 


cember 9, 1958, at the Madison Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church, 921 Madison Avenue, New 
York City. At this meeting business will be 
transacted, reports of the year’s work made, 
and members of the Board of Directors elected. 


Attest: HENRY SMITH LEIPER, Secretary. 


(Continued from page 4) 
ciples of the ecumenical movement. 

The World Council of Churches delegates declared 
that they would report to the Central Committee of 
the WCC and that they would propose that, if this 
would be agreeable to the Holy Orthodox Church of 
Russia, observers should be invited to attend meet- 
ings of the Central Committee. 

The delegates express gratitude to the Lord for the 
privilege of meeting together in the spirit of Christian 
love. 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. 


Library-Pacific School 
1793 Scenic Ave. 
Berkley, Calif. c 


Visser ’t Hooft Speech 


(Continued from page 1) 


camps for young people and above all the awake 
of a sense of interdependence and solidarity of C 
tians—these and other achievements could h 
have been made, if the World Council had not - 
created. 
But that does not mean that on this tenth < 
sary we have reason to feel complacent. For wh 
listen carefully to the New Testament we reali 
these achievements, however useful in themselv 
not to be compared with the great thing demande 
the Gospel. 
This anniversary is therefore not so much aj 
portunity to congratulate each other as an oppo 
to recapture the original inspiration of this mov 
ment for unity. We must at all cost avoid that tl 
World Council becomes accepted by the churches 
simply another piece of useful machinery for the pe 
formance of unescapable tasks. We must ask wh 
our churches remain on the move toward the goal 
real unity, wether they let the Great Shepherd brir 
him together in one flock. , 


Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Betty Thompse 
Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The Coun 
unites 171 Anglican, Orthodox and Protestat 
communions in 50 countries. Neithert 
COURIER nor the World Council of Churches : 
responsible for opinions quoted in its colum#m 
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processional into one of the churches in Nyborg, 
mmark, during the Central Committee meeting. 


ihe basis which enabled us to meet was our broth- 
food in Christ and so we have spoken frankly with 
a other about the real nature and aims of the 
Jirch bodies we represent. 
We found that we shared the Christian concern for 
unity of Christians and the manifestation of their 
ity in the life of the churches. The delegates of the 
Wy Orthodox Church of Russia explained how their 
@irch prays and works for the reunion of all Chris- 
as. The delegates of the World Council of Churches 
weribed how the World Council of Churches seeks 
j@romote church unity both by the theological work 
(ithe Faith and Order Commission and in many 
Mer ways involving Christians at all levels of church 


Z| We share a deep concern for world peace with 
Bice and freedom. The two delegations expressed the 
Miermination to work toward this objective. They 
18 the solemn responsibility of the churches in every 
‘@ntry to call upon their governments and their 
ple to do everything in their power to prevent 
During recent years the World Council of 
Mfrches and the Moscow Patriarchate have exchanged 
%@r convictions about the great international prob- 
js of our time such as disarmament, atomic warfare 
® nuclear weapon testing. At this meeting we have 
utinued this conversation about our respective posi- 
THs. Further contacts will be needed in order to 
igjeve agreement about the different ways toward 
fyce which each is following. 

) She fundamental importance of the liberty with 
Och Christ has made men free commanded our at- 
tvtion and each delegation expressed its views on 
i manner in which religious liberty should find ex- 
‘@ssion in society. We gave consideration to a num- 
% of specific problems which the churches encounter 
+ hey seek to manifest their faith in life and work. 
%: discussion contributed to a better understanding 
schese problems. 

‘With regard to the future the delegates of the 
Wy Orthodox Church of Russia declared that they 
Sild give a report to the Patriarch and the Holy 
60d of their Church and that they would do so in 
/oirit of full sympathy with the fundamental prin- 
(Continued on page 6) 
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In Remembrance 


Never has the Cowrzer had to bring so much 
sad news in a single issue as is the case in this 
one. It is grievous indeed to have to report the 
first tragedy to overtake our ecumenical work 
camps which for a number of years have enlisted 
thousands of young people in Christian service 
in many parts of the world. 

On August 15 a bus carrying twenty-nine 
campers on a day’s excursion from their camp at 
Volklingen, Germany, crashed down a steep hill, 
causing four deaths and severe injuries to 
twenty-two of its passengers. The dead are: 
James McGaffin of Troy, N.Y., and Ursula 
Schneider, of Germany, work campers; Michael 
Ebeling, the driver's four-year-old son, and 
Katherine Thiel, the camp cook. All but six of 
the injured are now out of the hospital; it is 
hoped that the rest will be dismissed by the end 
of September. 

Staff members of the World Council at the 
Geneva office left at once for Volklingen to do 
everything possible for the victims and to stand 
by the bereaved families and friends of those 
who were killed. The Executive Committee of 
the Council, then in session at Nyborg, Den- 
mark, sent a cablegram to express their “deepest 
sympathy with the injured and with the families 
of those who have been killed, and assure them 
all of our prayers.” 

Another automobile accident last month took 
the life of Mrs. Robert Zigler, wife of the Euro- 
pean Director of the Brethren Service Commis- 
sion. Dr. and Mrs. Zigler were driving through 
Sweden after the 250th anniversary celebration 
of the Church of the Brethren at Kassel, Ger- 
many, en route to the Central Committee meet- 
ing of the World Council of Churches in Den- 
mark. Dr. Zigler was seriously injured but is now 
recovering. 

The KLM plane disaster off the coast of Ire- 
land early in August was fatal to twenty USS. 
members of the Church of the Brethren return- 
ing home from the meeting in Kassel. The loss 
of these Christian leaders will be felt far beyond 
the circle of their kindred and personal friends. 

Within the last few weeks the ecumenical 
movement lost two of its early friends: Dr. Fred 
L. Fagley, who for years represented the Congre- 

(Continued on page 5) 


iy 


Brief Personals 


The Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, Presiding 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the U.S., and a president of the World Council, 
received an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree 
in July at a ceremony in connection with the 
Lambeth Conference. The degree was conferred 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, from 1921 to 
1950 a general secretary of the Federal Council 
of Churches, from 1950 to 1954 general secre- 
tary of the National Council of Churches, and 
from 1954 to the end of 1957 the executive 
secretary for the World Council of Churches 
in the U.S., will give the William Henry Hoover 
Lectures on Christian Unity this year at the 
University of Chicago under the auspices of the 
Disciples Divinity House. The four lectures will 
deal with the theme: “The Road to Unity.” 

Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, chairman of the 
International Missionary Council, will become 
full-time general secretary of the Council on 
July 1, 1959. Bishop Newbigin played a prom- 
inent part in the negotiations which resulted in 
the formation of the Church of South India in 
1947, the first church to unite episcopal and 
non-episcopal traditions. He has been active in 
the World Council since its official formation 
in 1948 and is a member of its Central Com- 
mittee. 


In Remembrance 
(Continued from page 4) 


gational Churches on the American Executive 
Committee of the Central Bureau for European 
Inter-Church Aid, and Rev. Basil Kusiw, long 
the guiding spirit of the Ukrainian Evangelical 
Movement and representing its interests on the 
American and International Committees of the 
Central Bureau. Since the suppression of the 
Ukrainian Protestant movement in the Ukraine 
itself by the communist government, Mr. Kusiw 
was active in the Ukrainian congregations in 
this country. 

As we go to press, word has come of the 
death in an auto accident of Bishop Volkmar 
Herntrich, Bishop of Hamburg. He was a mem- 
ber of the Central Committee of the World 
Council and an active member of the Council’s 
Administrative Committee of the Division of 
Inter-Church Aid. 


154 


Bishop Stephen Neill, who went to In 
a missionary of the Church of England, in 
and before he left his service there in 19 
instrumental in helping to form the Chu 
South India, has written a book en 
Anglicanism which in brief format gives 
cinating account of the history, theolog: 
character of the Anglican communion 
world-wide spread from strictly natior 
ginnings. 

Reading this little volume, it is only a 
over 400 pages in the handy Pelican format, ¥ 
an enlightening experience to this revie 
who, though Lutheran by upbringing, 
worshipped in Episcopal churches 
abroad, but without more than a cursory k 
edge of their dynamic tradition. The sectioi 
that confused period when the Prote 
churches were extricating themselves fro 
matrix of the hierarchical Catholic Ch 
coming ever more centralized in the 
is a fine piece of work. Bishop Neill’s anal 
of the years of tribulation which followee 
establishment of the Church of England 
brief return to Roman Catholicism, the 
lonian exile” under the Commonwealth 
charitable but uncompromising. The reader ¢ 
not help but feel dismayed at the battles wh 
were lost to the dialecticians; the hopeful 1 
shoots, indicative of the vitality within, wh 
were killed off by stubbornness and authorita 
rigidity; the divisive concentration on 
idiosyncracy instead of on basic beliefs; ; 
readiness with which men accepted martyrd 
not for the essentials of faith but for the “as 
mint, and cummin” which were the subste 
of more controversy than the sacraments. 

The author's account of the relation 
amicable, then stand-offish to the point of / 
tility, and now conciliatory—with Lutheran 
are especially interesting in view of the preg 
day rapprochement with the Swedish, | 
wegian, and Finnish Lutheran churches. 
approach to the Eastern Churches, to the ] 
odists, to the Presbyterians, the early co: 
ment to the ecumenical movement throug 
efforts of great leaders like Cosmo Lang, Chil 
Brent, and William Temple, helps to enricl 
pattern of ecumenical history. 


